Radiologic appraisal of healing after iliac crest bone grafts.
Radiographic changes were observed in 45 patients who had undergone iliac bone grafting with either metal or wire fixation after resection of the mandible. Changes were generally not observed during the first month after surgery. Bony resorption was seen during the second or third month. Osteogenesis commenced at any stage, but was usually radiographically evident by 3 to 6 months. Union was not radiographically evident in most cases until more than 6 months had elapsed after surgery. For follow up, plain film radiographs 4 to 6 months after surgery are recommended in patients who receive bone grafts.